


Our mission is to lead, grow, give and remember.

   When it comes to Cap and Trade legislation, no one has to tell 
CountryMark CEO Charlie Smith to speak up. As a lifelong oil 
man, Charlie naturally speaks with great knowledge and enthusi-
asm about this pending legislation, whether testifying in Washing-
ton DC or sharing insights with Co-Alliance growers. 
   While some may feel Cap and Trade (also known as climate 
change legislation) is dead, Smith says don’t be so sure. Voices 
of dissent still need to be raised. “Let there be no confusion as to 
what Cap and Trade will do to America,” he says.
   CountryMark, which is the private, farmer-owned refinery and 
distribution operation which supplies Co-Alliance with premium 
fuels, is very much opposed to this legislation. Here’s just a few 
reasons why you (and we) must take action on Cap and Trade:

n  Gasoline and diesel prices will increase significantly.
 Companies will have to pass on much of the cost of these
 carbon taxes to the consumer. Some estimates forecast an

      additional 77¢ per gallon in fuel costs and these calculations 
continue to increase. 

n  Indiana electric bills will DOUBLE. Indiana relies heavily on 
coal-fired power plants. Electricity from coal is heavily penal-
ized by Cap and Trade.

n  Increasing energy costs will result in higher farm input costs. 
One study shows that Cap and Trade will result in an addi-
tional $80 per acre to grow corn and $20 per acre to grow 
soybeans.

n  Offset credits may not be as profitable as advertised. Sell-
ing offset credits has been promoted as a way for farmers to 
recoup the higher farm input costs. However, the legislation 
requires that offsets be additional and quantifiable. Offsets 
may not be available for current practices like minimum or 
no-till farming. In addition, the system for validating these 
credits is uncertain. Input costs may outweigh the potential 
income from offsets.

n  Credit distribution creates winners and losers. Some carbon 
credits will be distributed free of charge at the discretion of 
the government. Some companies will make windfall profits 
by selling these free credits. A new financial market will be 
created as a clearinghouse for these carbon credit transac-
tions, resulting in winners on Wall Street and in Washington 
D.C. but creating losers on Main Street.

n  Cap and Trade will have minimal impact on the environment. 
Scientists agree that the legislation will decrease global tem-
peratures by one half of one degree over the next 100 years.

SPEAK UP.
Co-Alliance Resource: Charlie Smith

Is Cap and Trade Dead? This Man Says “No.”

CountryMark CEO Charlie Smith got the attention of our 
Young Farmer audience with his knowledge and candor 
about what Cap and Trade will do to your operation. It is 
a message we believe all growers need to hear.

    More couples than ever attended the 2010 Co-Alliance 
Young Farmer Workshop, and the focus of this year’s event 
was on learning new strategies, expressing ideas and net-
working with each other.
   The group gathered at the Indianapolis Hyatt on January 
15-16, as special guests of their co-op. For three consecutive 
years, it has been a highlight for the senior management at 
Co-Alliance to visit with these key customers who represent 
our collective future in agriculture. 
   Growers Steve and Angie May (pictured above) were first-
timers who traveled from their operation in Camden. The 
couple participated in presentations from Indiana farmer Kip 
Tom, and CountryMark CEO Charlie Smith, as well as a tour 
of the Dow Research Facility and breakouts hosted by Co-
Alliance staff. “We especially appreciated the safety and risk 
management breakout information,” said Angie. 
   Grower Mike Emens, who does business at both the Co-
Alliance Michigantown and Flora facilities says that he relies 
on Co-Alliance first and foremost for their expertise. 
   “I appreciate that the management team is here, interested 
in listening,” he said of Young Farmer. “This company has 
some top-notch people.”
   Part of the objective of this annual event is to keep the 
lines of communication open and active between the 
company’s top leadership and local couples. Opinions were 
shared honestly, and Co-Alliance team members took notes. 
Grower Jeremy Mills summed up his expectations well:  To 
earn his business, Co-Alliance must “stay competitive and 
be able to serve larger operations in a very timely manner. 
They also must adopt the latest technologies rapidly.” 
   The leaders and directors at Co-Alliance were honored to 
host another Young Farmer event. And you can bet they were 
listening to growers like Jeremy very closely.

Young Farmers Listen, Lead, Laugh

Ryan and Rachel Wilson, of Bainbridge react to suggestions 
made by a succession planning expert. The Wilsons have at-
tended previous Young Farmer events, and were joined by Ryan’s 
brother and fellow farmer, Andy (pictured on the right).

Growers Angie and Steve 
May enjoyed the fellowship 
and hope to make the work-
shop an annual event.

Daryl Janowiak of Niles, 
Michigan, joined Josh 
Lawrence, of Knox.

Young grower Alan 
Dunn, of Michigantown, 
visited one-on-one with 
Director Greg Gore.

   Given the cost to farmers and working families, and 
with no discernible impact on the environment, Cap 
and Trade is unacceptable.
Take Action Now
   As Smith told the Co-Alliance Young Farmer audience, 
“America needs to hear your voice. Speaking up as a 
private citizen can have a profound effect on the ulti-
mate outcome of this key public policy decision.” 
   Let’s make our voices heard on this critical issue. Ask 
your U.S. Senator to vote NO on Cap and Trade legisla-
tion. The costs are too great – the returns are too small!
   For more information, click on the CountryMark logo 
on our website at www.co-alliance.com.

Interested in contracting?
Lock in premium fuel and advantageous pricing. Contracting is 
always available to you from Co-Alliance. Call your team today.

SP
RING OIL SALE

n  Quality you can trust

n  Ideal for farm demands

n  Full line of oils/greases

n  Sale is Feb 15 - Mar 15!

n  Ask your Co-Alliance rep

featuring New Advantage 
Lubes from CountryMark

You’ve read about new government restrictions on engine manufacturers 
...  Advantage delivers premium quality and everything you’ll need to 
meet required changes. Watch your mail for more details about the full 
Advantage line and a money-saving coupon from Co-Alliance.


